DEVOTIONAL MOMENTS

2026-BHM

Theme Scripture:
“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.” — Psalm 96:1 (NIV)

Day 1- A SONG OF LIBERATION
Scripture Reading: Exodus 15:1-2

Focus Thought: Every generation has a song of deliverance. For Israel, it was the song after the
Red Sea. For the African American community, spirituals like “Go Down, Moses” and “Wade in the
Water” carried the cry for freedom. These songs were both worship and protest, faith and
resistance. God calls us to keep singing new songs — songs of hope for today’s struggles and
tomorrow’s victories.

Reflection:

Injustice tries to silence the voice of the oppressed, but praise makes the soul unshakable.
Singing a new song is not about forgetting the old one it is about adding new verses to the story
God is writing in our lives. When we lift our voices, we join a centuries-long choir of saints who
sang even when chains rattled.

Prayer:

Lord, thank You for the songs of liberation You’ve given through generations. Teach me to sing with
courage, hope, and faith, no matter the season. Amen.

Day 2 - A SONG OF UNITY
Scripture Reading: Galatians 3:28

Focus Thought: Psalm 96:1 says “all the earth” not just one nation or one people. Black History
Month invites us to celebrate the contributions of Black believers to the global song of the Church.
From gospel choirs in America to hymns in African villages, the Body of Christ sings with many
accents but one Spirit.

Reflection:

God’s new song isn’t sung in one language or style. It is a holy symphony. When cultures come
together in worship, heaven gets a preview. Our unity in Christ is not uniformity; it is harmony. We
bring our own instruments, rhythms, and melodies, and God weaves them into one beautiful
praise.



Prayer:

Lord, help me embrace the beauty of diversity in Your Kingdom. May my worship add to the
harmony You are creating among all nations. Amen.

Day 3-A SONG IN THE NIGHT
Scripture Reading: Acts 16:25

Focus Thought: Paul and Silas sang hymns in prison, and God shook the foundations. Many
African American believers in history sang in literal and figurative “midnight” hours on slave ships,
in fields, during civil rights marches. They discovered what we must remember: praise is not
dependent on circumstances.

Reflection:

Nighttime moments come for all of us, seasons when joy feels distant. Yet God calls us to sing a
new song in the darkness, trusting that He is still moving. The most powerful worship often rises
when the world least expects it.

Prayer:

Lord, when | face my midnight moments, remind me to lift my voice in praise. May my song invite
Your presence and power into my situation. Amen.

Day 4 - ASONG THAT BUILDS BRIDGES

Scripture Reading: Revelation 7:9-10

Focus Thought: Worship is the great equalizer. In heaven, every nation and tongue will sing
together before the throne. Music has the power to bridge divides — between generations,
cultures, and even people with different life experiences.

Reflection:

Throughout history, gospel music and hymns have crossed racial lines, touching hearts in
unexpected places. God uses songs to break walls and plant seeds of reconciliation. The “new
song” of Psalm 96:1 calls us to create spaces where everyone can join in without fear or
exclusion.

Prayer:



Lord, let my life be a song that brings people together in Your presence. May | be a bridge for Your
love through the way | worship. Amen.

Day 5- A SONG FOR THE NEXT GENERATION
Scripture Reading: Psalm 145:4

Focus Thought: Every generation receives faith in their own cultural moment and then passes it
on. The songs of the past give strength to the present, but God also gives new songs, so His truth
stays alive in fresh ways.

Reflection:

Black History Month is not just about remembering; it’s about empowering. Just as elders taught
the younger ones to sing freedom songs, we must teach today’s youth to sing God’s praises with
creativity and authenticity. The new song is their voice in the unchanging story of God’s love.

Prayer:

Lord, help me honor the past by equipping the future. Teach me to share my song with those who
will sing after me. Amen.

*Thanks to Lt. Jonathan Harvy for contributing these devotional thoughts



