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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: Psalm 96:1-5 

KEY SCRIPTURE: Psalm 96:1 “Sing to the Lord a New Song.”  

I INTRODUCTION 

People usually sing as a form of expression, whether to express happiness, sadness, or simply to 
express one’s heart, mind, or feelings. The lyrics and the melody of a song are what make it 
beautiful and meaningful to others. Singing was meaningful during slavery as it was a form of 
communication for the African slaves, allowing them to communicate with different countries, 
tribes and cultures. Singing was a way for them to communicate with one another during times 
they were seeking to escape. Songs were also a form of solace and strength for African slaves, 
and eventually these songs were passed down from generation to generation and began to evolve 
and laid the foundation for gospel, blues and jazz within the African American culture. 

Whenever the word “song” appears in scripture, it is always linked to praising God with joy for 
salvation or for just being in the Lord's house and in His presence. Psalm chapter 96:1a says 
“Sing to the Lord a new song.” Today we will look at the significance of what it means to sing to 
the Lord a new song. 

II FIRST BIBLICAL SONG  
The first recorded song in the Bible is found in Exodus chapter 15, after Israel saw the great power 
that the Lord used against the Egyptians. The Lord had told Moses to stretch out his hand over the 
sea so that the Israelites could cross into the midst of the sea onto dry ground. Once they 
crossed over, the Lord told Moses to stretch out his hand over the sea again so that the water 
would come back upon the Egyptians, their chariots, and over their horsemen. After this 
miraculous deliverance described in Exodus chapter 14, chapter 15 opens up with Moses’ song 
saying,  

“Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and spoke, saying: “I will sing 
to the LORD, For He has triumphed gloriously! The horse and its rider, He has thrown into the sea! 

The LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation; He is my God, and I will 
praise Him; My father’s God, and I will exalt Him. The LORD is a man of war; 



The LORD is His name. Pharaoh’s chariots and his army He has cast into the sea; His chosen 
captains also are drowned in the Red Sea. 

The depths have covered them; They sank to the bottom like a stone. “Your right hand, O LORD, 
has become glorious in power; Your right hand, O LORD, has dashed the enemy in pieces. And in 
the greatness of Your excellence, You have overthrown those who rose against You; You sent 
forth Your wrath; It consumed them like stubble.” 

Moses’ song continues through verse 19, where he boasts in the Lord’s powerful hand of 
salvation, proclaiming that there is no other God like Him. In verse 21, Miriam, Moses’ sister, also 
began to sing to the Lord declaring his mighty acts. 

III SONGS OF STRENGTH AND SALVATION  
These were songs of strength and salvation. God’s people had been in bondage for 400 hundred 
years and therefore, this deliverance evoked a new praise unto God. Beforehand, they did not 
know God in this way. Verse 2 of chapter 15 says it best, “The Lord is my strength and song, and 
He has become my salvation.” The Israelites had now come to know the Lord in a greater way–as 
a God who saves and delivers with a strong arm! 

A similar verse is found in Psalm 118:14-15 where the author says, “The Lord is my strength and 
song, And He has become my salvation. The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tents of the 
righteous; The right hand of the LORD does valiantly.” 

In this song, the author is unknown, however, most feel that it was written by King David, but here 
we see the same thing where this song is evoked from God's saving hand, and as a result, they 
boast on the Lord with songs of praise. Similarly, we as God’s people, can ask to receive strength 
and deliverance from the Lord. His strength will give us joy, and it should evoke a new song that 
we can sing to the Lord. 

In our scripture passage, Psalm 96:1-5, the psalmist is exhorting the children of Israel to sing to 
the Lord a new song and to proclaim his glory and salvation among the nations. He is declaring 
God’s glory among the nations and how he is to be feared above all gods because of his splendor 
and greatness. This prophetically speaks to their salvation coming through the Messiah, King 
Jesus. The glory of the Lord would rise upon them, and they would be a light to the nations. 

IV CROSSING THE BRIDGE AND CONCLUSION 

While Israel was God’s chosen people, God spoke through his prophets of old to foreshadow that 
salvation would be for all nations. Today, because of Jesus’ blood that was shed, salvation has 
been made available to the whole world. This is a reason to sing a new song every day. Singing 
scriptures or simply expressing our love and adoration unto the Lord can be a new song. 
We can also sing a new song to the Lord because he’s always doing something new in our hearts 
and in our lives. Isa. 43:19 says, “Behold, I will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth; shall you 



not know it? I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”  Jesus is always 
saving, delivering, healing, and setting people free. He continues to do new things in our lives and 
makes ways for us when there seems to be no way. I believe the Lord did a new thing in America 
when the Civil Rights Movement began in the 1950s. People had been praying for such a change 
for so long–for equality and human rights. There are yet obstacles that our country faces, but we 
must always put our faith and trust in Jesus. We must pray that God’s grace and truth would shine 
brighter than ever. In the middle of pain and persecution, we can sing a new song because hope 
and salvation are always available. Jesus brought salvation and joy to the world; this is a reason to 
sing a new song. 
 

Activity 
 
Think of a time that the Lord healed or delivered you from something. Or simply think on His 
salvation in your life or the life of a friend or family member. 
Write down lyrics to express God’s goodness and majesty in that situation. Then, try to sing the 
lyrics with a melody directly from your heart. You can even use Scripture for the lyrics.  
The idea is this will be a new song unto the Lord. 
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