
Our Reflection: Boundless Worship 

By: Lieutenant Victoria Alip 

Before I met a community of authentic believers, I contemplated walking away from the 

Christian church I had grown up in. All I knew of the church was rules, church politics, and rigid 

tradition. I was never taught about the love of Jesus Christ that has the power to restore what was 

broken, redeem what is lost, and bring to life what was dead. I was never introduced to the power 

of God even though I had grown up in the Christian church. All I knew was traditions and 

practices I had to follow, but it was the boundless worship of a diverse and authentic group of 

Christians I met that showed me the heart of God. They showed me that worship of God is not 

bound by our traditions, our emotions, or our understanding. God is so much more.  

Because God is limitless our response to Him should be too. “Sing to the Lord a new song” 

(Psalm 96:1). This means worshipping God beyond the confines of what we have learned or 

experienced. Boundless worship is the act of honoring God even when we don’t understand, 

even when don’t feel like it, or even when it’s different than our usual tradition or way of 

worship. It is a shift from worship as a song, to worship as a lifestyle of adoration towards God.  

We worship an unlimited God. He is not bound by our understanding, emotions, or traditions. A 

boundless God deserves boundless worship. We must recognize that God is more than we can 

ever understand and He deserves to be worshipped for who He is, not for what we have 

experienced or understood. God is worthy of all our worship and praise.  

True worship is an inner, spirit-enabled response to God’s character and goes beyond musical 

performance. It is rooted in the revelation of who God is. Let your worship become a lifestyle of 

adoration to God by deciding that every part of your life, your work, your finances, your 

conversations, your decisions will be for God’s glory.  

We can do this by choosing to worship God during the hard trials of life because worship is not 

based on our circumstances, but on His unchanging worthiness. Worshipping beyond our learned 

experience means obeying God’s commands even when they don’t make sense to us. Our 

worship becomes boundless as we move outside of the familiar and the comfortable.  

We can also express love for God in boundless worship by recognizing His hand in our daily 

lives and expressing appreciation even for the small mundane parts of our lives. When we do this 

worship becomes intentional in our lives. It becomes a natural response to a perfect God.  

Take a moment to reflect upon the ways that God has been faithful in your life and thank Him for 

all the ways He is working, even for the blessing of the boring mundane parts of life, and the 

hard parts of life where you struggle to see Him. Take time to show adoration for our God who is 

worthy of it all. 

 



Our Picture: Diverse Worship 

By: Lieutenant Victoria Alip 

If you had to paint a picture of the Christian church what would it look like? If the churches of 

the world were woven together like a tapestry what would that tapestry look like? This picture, 

this tapestry, is seen in the person of Jesus Christ.  

The diverse worship of the church is our picture of the eternal praise of God. “Jesus is leading us 

to the realization that embracing diversity through worship can deepen our connection to Him.”  

When I was in college God gave me a revelation of worship that was profound. I went to a 

secular college but was studying Christian Theology there. Christians were a small group on this 

campus, few and far between. We gathered together in groups like Delight Women’s Ministry 

and CRU Ministries. I oversaw both of these campus groups at the time. CRU was built as an 

evangelistic ministry on our small college campus. But as God was giving me a vision for 

leadership of the CRU Ministries, I felt a drawn toward intentional relational evangelism.  

One day as the fruit of this CRU ministry was blooming I was studying scripture and I read 

Revelations 7:9-10 that says, “After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that 

no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their 

hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb.” God gave me a vision for CRU Ministries where I saw people from all over 

the world represented at our campus singing in their native tongues, playing their native 

instruments, and together singing the most beautiful song of praise to the Lord, hundreds of 

languages that sounded like one. " 

I believe this image is a picture of what the Christian church should look like. Every colorful 

piece of the tapestry comes together to make one beautiful picture. When we embrace the 

diversity of God’s church through our worship we become more like Christ who radically 

accepted the outcast and the poor and embraced those from every cultural background—like the 

woman at the well—inviting all to the table. He offers Living Water to everyone, inviting us all 

to dine together.  

Think about this: Are you willing to go outside your comfort zone to experience the diversity of 

worship within the Christian church? The love of God made a way so that all people who choose 

could dine at His table. Our heartfelt worship isn’t just personal it should be one that invites all 

people in, to come and taste of the goodness of God that we have experienced. What needs to 

happen so that your worship invites others to have a seat at the table? 

 

 



Our Anchor: Unshaken Worship 

By: Lieutenant Victoria Alip 

I was 21 when my mother passed away from pancreatic cancer. I had spent many years in foster 

care, and she had done everything she could to fight to bring me home to her. Eventually she 

adopted me and five of my siblings. When I lost her from this world to pancreatic cancer I went 

through such a deep pit of depression. I remember telling God that it felt like I was in a dark hole 

and I was just hanging on to the edge with the tip of my fingers. That is when I began to sing, “It 

is well with my soul, It is well, It is well with my soul.” I sang it until I believed it in my spirit. I 

could sing “it is well with my soul” because I knew no matter how bad the day, no matter how 

hard the season or the grief, God would hold me all the way.  

Worship is not just something that happens only when the weather of this life is nice. Worship is 

the rope that holds us to the anchor when the storms hit. “The hope that a new song can bring to 

us is that even if the storms come, we are anchored to the firm foundation that cannot be shaken. 

We sing that we are in God’s hands even when we cannot see the coming days, God’s way is 

best.” The new song that God writes in our lives is sometimes an old song that is sung in a new 

season of our life. God’s faithfulness is an old song that rings new in every season of our lives.  

Our worship can be unshaken because we have a God who is not shaken by this world. He is an 

anchor that holds firm when the waves around us rage. Sometimes our worship can simply look 

like resting in the boat because we trust that the anchor will hold firm.  

What song has been spoken to your soul recently?  

What song has helped get you through the long hard times of your life? 

How is God using praise and worship to reveal His constant loving, faithful character to you? We 

shouldn’t worship God only when life is easy, but sing a new song to God, even when the tune 

sounds like a broken heart. True worship that happens in the midst of our storms, proves that 

God is worth more than our comfort. Is God worth more than your comfort to you? 

Hebrews 6:19 says, “We have this hope as an anchor for our soul, firm and secure…” Whatever 

you are going through, whatever hardships you have experienced, trust in the hope of God that 

will hold you firm and secure.  

  



Our Reality: One Worship 

By: Lieutenant Victoria Alip 

We are not just diverse groups trying to get along, we are one family through the sacrifice of 

Jesus Christ. Through the cross we have now joined a long lineage, a royal priesthood of 

believers. Our reality is that through the blood of Jesus Christ we have become one family. We 

have become knit together into one household. 

“As we participate in the heavenly chorus as one, we declare the love of God that expresses the 

worship through the beauty of our differences.” Our traditions, our lineage, our food, our 

longstanding practices can be a form of worship and, when brought together, can show one 

diverse beautiful family that represents the kingdom of God. It is our spiritual identity in Christ 

that declares our right into the kingdom of God. This means that the only credential needed is the 

grace of God.  

Rev. 5:9 speaks of the heavenly song, it says, “And they sang a new song, saying: “You are 

worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you 

purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.” It is the blood 

of Jesus Christ that purchased us, adopted us into his family, and gave us one vibrant spiritual 

kingdom to be a part of. The blood of Jesus Christ transcends tribes, languages, people, and 

nations. It is not limited, but it’s power is available to all who will believe.  

Captain Ken said in his sermon, “Our earthly praises are only a shadow of the eternal worship 

that awaits every believer.” Music can be seen in every nation, tribe, culture, and language. Each 

expression is unique and different. Each holds deep spiritual truth and significance. Music speaks 

to the soul, it touches something within our human nature, and it resonates with our emotions. 

However, this praise music is just a shadow of the eternal worship we will experience before the 

throne of God. When we stand before God it won’t just be a song we sing, but a heart full of 

unspeakable adoration, bowed down before the only One who is worthy of it all.  

Hebrews 10:19-22 says, “Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the 

Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the 

curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw 

near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts 

sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.”  

Let us draw near to God. Let our praises declare that who God is and let our lives reflect that 

truth. Are you just trying to get along with those who are different then you? Are you just 

tolerating their differences? What needs to be done so that we can come together as a family in 

worship? What needs to be done in our own lives to make this happen? 

 

 



Our Response: Culture of Worship 

By: Lieutenant Victoria Alip 

The beauty of the Christian Church is that people of all nations, tribes, and tongues are 

welcomed into the presence of God through the blood of Jesus Christ. All cultures are unique and 

each one has a way of reflecting, through its unique qualities, the beauty of our diverse God. As 

Christians we have a spiritual culture of worship, praise, surrender, obedience, and devotion. 

How this worship is expressed is as diverse as the nation’s themselves. Worship, however, is 

more than a song.  

A culture of worship is that which is expectant and obedient. Romans 12:1 says, “Therefore, I 

urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.” This scripture tells us that 

worship is a way of life, an act of service before God. It is a posture of obedience within our 

hearts that unites us in His purpose. God uses our obedience to write a new song in our lives: a 

song that is built out of our surrender to the Lord.  

Captain Ken said in his sermon, “God brought me to a congregation where people came to 

church with expectation. They were looking forward to experiencing God and fellowshipping 

with their heavenly family.” We must become a church that is expectant, that is eager for the 

power of God to move in our hearts and lives. We must be a church that is eager for the fire of 

the Spirit to burn away all that is unholy in our lives, no matter how painful, and to make us new 

in His holiness. Do you have joyful expectation for the pain of holiness in your life? 

What is the depth of your worship? Are you worshipping God in obedience and expectation or 

are you living life by going through the motions? Is worship a lifestyle for you or just a song you 

sing? Allow God to build a culture of worship in your heart by choosing to follow Him in 

obedience today. Maybe that means you need to give up something, or start doing something, or 

trust Him on a hard path of life. Do it! 


